The nature of Boethius's understanding of astronomy is indicated in his De institutione arithmetica, in which he defines the place of astronomy within the quadrivium, as specifically concerned with the knowledge of mobile magnitude. He places astronomy logically after arithmetic, music, and geometry, on which it depends for its principles. (New York, 1946), p. 202, n. 26. 6 David Pingree, ed. Preceptum Canonis Ptolomei (Corpus des astronomes byzantins) 8 (Louvain-la-Neuve, 1997), pp. 16, 78-81. It is possible that the translation was earlier and that the sample calculations in the surviving version were revised for a later date or that the translation was later, incorporating sample calculations from an earlier Greek text.
